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Location – European Gaza Hospital, Khan Younis, Gaza Strip
Purpose – Request from Dutch Media 
Validation from ICRC COM required (after translation)
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	General situation of the healthcare system in Gaza

	
	There is a huge pressure on the healthcare system in Gaza. There are just three hospitals that are fully functioning, more or less. At the same time there is a shortage of medicines, water and food. 
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	How is the EGH fairing? 

	
	I’m working four weeks in Gaza now. The situation is getting worse. It is harder and harder for people to survive. We work in the hospital, so I don’t see what is happening outside the hospital. But it gets harder here to treat patients. The healthcare system in Gaza is under huge pressure. There are just three hospitals that are fully functioning, more or less. One of them is the European Gaza Hospital, where I work. There is a shortage of everything; medicines, water, food. There are hygiene issues. Over the last few days it rained a lot, it’s cold, so we fear an outbreak of diseases, besides the patients we get due to the conflict.
There is a lack of every medicine, mostly pain killers. We are afraid that if we can’t get any pain killers soon, we are forced to refuse to treat patients or to treat them without any pain killers. That would be dramatic. 
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	Retake of the above 

	
	I’m here four weeks now. The situation is hard. It’s getting harder and harder to survive in Gaza. We do not know what will happen the coming weeks or months. Our work also depends of the goods that can get delivered. Currently, there is a lack of literally everything: water, food, medicines, like pain killers. Besides, there was a lot of rain over the last few days, so we fear an outbreak of diseases. 	Comment by Kunlawat Note CHITTARAT: Suggest cutting out the red texts. 

The rest are fine for me. 
The hospital is not only a hospital, many people live in and around the hospital, in small tents for example. It is cold, wet. You hear it in my voice as well, many people suffer a cold or respiratory problems. We live with many people together. It only gets worse, so we hope there can be done anything to improve the situation.  




